Preface

The scope of this tool includes both (Great) Lake-based and land-based aquaculture facilities. The scope does not include facilities intending to release production organisms into the Great Lakes Basin under government-regulated stocking programs. The responsible jurisdictional management agency is the assumed user, although aquaculturists should also find the tool beneficial, especially if they use it at the earliest stages of planning a new facility—even before applying for various permits. Early use of the tool should help aquaculturists to identify the key issues and options to discuss in deliberations with jurisdictional management agencies. Other interested parties may also find this tool useful. Only management agencies, however, have the authority to make risk decisions on behalf of the environment.  Because of the assessment tool’s inherent transparency, it provides an opportunity for broad discussion—especially between management agencies and aquaculturists proposing to build a new aquaculture facility. Version 1.2 includes links to as many jurisdictional regulations as was possible at the time of its release, but aquaculturists should always refer to their state or provincial management agency to ensure they receive the most up-to-date (federal, provincial, state and local) regulations. Note that some of these management agencies may provide aquaculture site evaluations upon the request of prospective aquaculturists.   

Before starting a full assessment, the user should consider the following critical questions below and refer to the sections in parentheses for further information. 

· Is the proposed species approved for culture by the managing agency (Question 7, Section 1)?

· Is the proposed facility close to or in: an area that is culturally significant to, or subject to a land claim by Native American or First Nations people; a historically significant area; an area that will impede navigational traffic; or an area that may adversely affect other lake users (Questions 10-13, Section III)? Does the facility comply with site regulations such as the Coastal Zone Management Act (Question 14, Section III)?

· Has the broodstock/production stock come from one of the Great Lakes or a tributary flowing into the Great Lakes (Question 17, Section IV)?

· Has a fish health specialist inspected production stock and/or broodstock following procedures and diagnostics in the (revised) Great Lakes Fish Disease Control Policy and Model Program (Question 15, Section IV)?

· Is the proposed aquaculture facility in the “zone of influence” of a designated Area of Concern” (Question 26, Section VI)?

· Does the facility meet water quality regulations (Question 44, Section IX)?

Users seeking additional guidance beyond this tool may wish to consult with Great Lakes Sea Grant Extension Agents (http://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/greatlakes/glnetwork), State Aquaculture Coordinators (http://www.mda.state.md.us/aqua/coordin.htm)or Ontario Fish Culture Section, Fish and Wildlife Branch of Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/mnr/).
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